vi Editor

vi startup

Type from prompt (#, $ or %): vi file.

As result of this command  a temporary file is created in the directory /tmp, which will be the work file.

To get a read-only version of file text-file in the editor: vi -R file.

 If by any reason you have lost an editig session (power failure, system shutdown), you can try to retrieve it with vi -r file. You should pay attention if you are retrieving the last version.

To edit multiple files at once in one editing session, insert wild card characters (* for any chareacter sequence, ? for a single character): vi file*.

vi directives

Saving the file and leaving vi

ZZ

Put modified text (work file) back to the edited file and end editing.

:wq

Put modified text (work file) back to the edited file and end editing.

:q!

Quit editing without modification.

:q

Quit editing if nothing changed.

:n

Edit next file in multiple editing session.

CTRL-g

Show edited filename and position in (modified) file.

:w file

Write current content of edited file to file.

:e file

Edit file instead of curent edited file.

:e! file

Forced edit file without saving modification to current file.

:r file

Read in the contents of file after cursor.

:-lr file

Read in the contents of file before cursor.

Moving the cursor

l or right-arrow
Move one character to the right.

h or left-arrow
Move one character to the left.

j or downt-arrow
Move one character down.

k or up-arrow
Move one character up.

HOME

Move to home position in current screen.

0 (zero)

Move to beginning of line.

$

Move to end of line.

nG, GG

Move to line n. If no number is given, go to end of file.

CTRL-f

Move forward one screen full.

PgDn

Move forward one screen full

CTRL-b

Move backwards one screen full.

PgUp

Move backwards one screen full.

CTRL-d

Scroll down half a screen full.

x CTRL-d
Scroll down x lines.

CTRL-u

Scroll up half a screen full.

x CTRL-u
Scroll up x lines.

"

Return to where you were before the last move.

'x

Move to the line marked x.

w

Move forward one word.

b

Move back one word.

e

Move to end of word.

)

Go forward one sentence.

(

Go back one sentence.

Inserting text

i

Insert text before cursor.

a

Append text after cursor.

I

Insert text at beginning of line.

A

Append text at end of line.

o

Open new line below cursor.

O

Open new line above cursor.

i text ESC
Insert text before cursor.

a text ESC
Append text after cursor.

I text ESC
Insert text at beginning of line.

A text ESC
Append text at end of line.

o text ESC
Open new line below cursor and add text.

O text ESC
Open new line above cursor and add text.

Changing text
c

Change text.

examples:


c(spacebar) text ESC
Change character to text.


cw ESC
Change word.


c$ ESC
Change rest of line.

c) ESC
Change sentence.

C

Change rest of line.

rx

Replace single character with x.

R

Replace characters as you type.

s

Replace single character with one or mover characters.

:s/pat1/pat2/
Substitute first pat1 in current line by pat2.

:.,$s/pat1/pat2/
Substitute  pat1 by pat2 in all lines between current line and end of text.

:%s/pat1/pat2/
Substitute  pat1 by pat2 in whole text.

S or cc

Replace line.

<<

Shift line with content of the shift width parameter (default 8) to the left.

>>

Shift line with content of the shift width parameter (default 8) to the right.

J

Join lines.

Deleting text

x

Delete single character

d

Delete text.

examples:


d(spacebar) 

Delete character


dw
Delete word.


dd
Delete entire line.


d$
Delete rest of line.


dG
Delete rest of file.


dlG
Delete to beginning of file


"bdG
Delete rest of file into buffer b.

D

Delete rest of line.

Yank en Put

mx

Mark line as position x.

y

Yank.

examples:


y(spacebar)

Copy character.


yw
Yank word into unnamed buffer.


y$
Yank rest of line into unnamed buffer.


yG
Yank rest of file into unnamed buffer.


y'x
Yank test between cursor and line marked x into unnamed buffer.


"by'x
Yank text between cursor and line marked x into buffer b.

yy or Y

Yank line.

p

Put text from unnamed buffer after.

"bp

Put text form buffer b.

P

Put text form unnamed buffer before cursor.

"bP

Put text form buffer b before cursor.

"bdw

Delete word and put it in register b.

num act

Execute act (move, delete, copy, …) num (1, 2, …, 1000, …) of times

:'a,'bw file
Write text between marker a and b to file.

Repeat and Undo

.

Repeat last command.

u

Undo last command.

U

Restore line.

Search for text

/pat

Move to next occurrence of pat.

?pat

Move to previous occurrence of pat.

n

Repeat last search.

N

Repeat last search backwards.

:num

Go to line nummer num.

Commands used in insert mode

Backspace,
Backspace one character, erasing.

CTRL-h,
Backspace one character, erasing.

Left-arrow
Backspace one character, erasing.

CTRL-w
Backspace one word, erasing.

ESC-key
End insertion, return to Command mode.

Other commands

CTRL-r

Redraw screen.

CTRL-l

Redisplay current page.

:set wm=20
Automatically wraps text 20 columns from the right margin.

:set showmode
Display the message "INPUT MODE in the bottom right corner of the window when you are in

insert mode.

:set list

Set display of special characters on.

:set nolist
Set display of special characters off.

:se all

See all editor options.

:sw sw=4
Set shift width to 4 (action of >> and <<).

:se ai

Set auto indent on.

:se noai

Set auto indent off.

:se nu

Set linenumbering on.

:se nonu

Set linenumbering off.

:!command
Execute command in a new (bourne) shell.

:!lc

List all files in current directory.

!!command
Execute command in a new (bourne) shell and place the standard output in the place of the

current edited line.

!!lc

Put the directory listing in place of current line.

